
Harris were unanimously elected to the Commission. He
was regarded as an authority in the United States Sanitary
Commission, and although he had a large private practice
he devoted all the rest of his time, at great personal sacri-
fice, to this service. The life-saving work of the Commis-
sion at Antietam, the battles of the Wilderness, and the re-
lief to the wounded and sick soldiers who returned from
Southern prisons was made so successful principally by the
carefully arranged plans of Dr. Agnew executed under his
own superintendence.

Dr. Agnew was one of four gentlemen who founded the
New York League Club, which gave such material assist-
ance to the government during the war, and he became one
of its vice-presidents.

In 1866, at the request of the Faculty of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, he established an ophthalmic
elinic there, and in 1869 he was elected Clinical Professor
of Diseases of the Eye and Ear. The following year he
organized the Brooklyn Eye and Ear Hospital, and also
the Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital, the latter in New
York. He had been appointed in 1865 one of the mana-

gers of the New York State Hospital for the Insane at
Poughkeepsie, and was twice reappointed to that office.

As early as 1859 Dr. Agnew was elected a trustee of the
New York public Schools, and was made president of the
board. Several years later he was selected a trustee to or-
ganize a School of Mines in Columbia College, and in 1874
he became a trustee of that college. In 1872 he was chosen
President of the Medical Society of the State of New
York. He was Secretary of the first New York Sanitary
Reform Association, and one of the committee which made
the first draft of the health laws of the city. He belonged
to a large number of medical and scientific societies at home
and abroad. Ho was a fluent lecturer, and was widely
known as an authority on ophthalmology. He made valu-
able contributions to medical literature, among which were
" A Contribution to the Surgery of Divergent Squint,"
" Trephining the Cornea to Remove a Foreign Body," and
" Canthoplasty as a Remedy in Certain Diseases of the
Eye."

Dr. Agnew's death causes a loss to the medical profession
and to society which will not easily be made good. His in-
terests covered a variety of subjects, in which his labors
were always well-directed and almost always fruitful. His
life was terminated prematurely at the early age of fifty-
eight years, but bis activity had been such as to lead many
to suppose that he must have been much older. He leaves
a widow, one son and seven daughters.

Correspondence.
FIVE LIVING GENERATIONS.

BiiOOKLiNE, April 23, 1888.
Ain. Editor,— Dr. Root, of Georgetown, in the last num-

ber of the Journal mentions a family in which there are.

or were (for some may have died since the date of his let-
ter) six living generations. After banding his name down
to posterity by recording this extraordinary ease he chal-
lenges your readers to produce even //iv generations.

I am happy to say that I, as one of that large and inter-
esting class known as " constant readers "

can produce an
instance of five living generations, the fourth and fifth liv-
ing in this town within a short distance of my house, and
i he three other generations all living in Natick. Their
ages are as follows :

Great, great grandmother
Great grandmother
Grandmother

.
Mother ....
Child ....

81 years.
6.'! "

Í2 "

2(1   

5 months.

The great great grandmother was married at 17 ; the
great grandmother at 19 ; the grandmother at 17, and the
mother at 19. Yours truly,

Walter Channing, M.D.

OPERATING FOR ADENOID GROWTHS.
Clarksville, Tenn., 18th April, 1888.

Mu. Editor,— Having read with great interest the ar-

ticles of Drs. Hooper and Blake, on " Adenoid Growths,
Their Diagnosis and Treatment "; also Dr. Farlow's letter
announcing the fact of the " impossibility of blowing the
nose "when this condition exists, I desire to call their atten-
tion, as well as that of others interested in the. subject, to
Dr. J. C. Warren's method of operating for Cleft Palate,
published in the Journal1 several years since. The patient,
after being anaesthetized is moved upwards on table until the
head hangs. The surgeon on a stool drawn close operates,
allowing all haemorrhage to escape through nostrils.

It occurs to me this would entirely obviate the " danger
of blood being sucked into the larynx," and also of " clot
becoming wedged in the glottis," unless the growths so fill
the nasal cavity as to prevent its escape.

Respectfully yours,
T. D. Johnson, M.D.

DIABETIC FOODS CONTAINING STARCH.
Boston, April 24, 1888.

Mb. Editor,— Mr. W. L. Johnson's letter in the Jour-
nal of April 19th, commenting on my article on Diabetic
Foods misquotes and misleads. Section 7 is quoted :
" Dr. Johnson's Educators. These biscuit are recom-
mended very strongly by the seller who assured me that
they were absolutely free from starch," and then Mr.
Johnson adds " For light on this point let your readers
consult my Educator and other circulars." I have con-
sulted all of the latter including even those setting forth
the preposterous claims of the " Olive Branch Radical
Cure for all Female Diseases " and of " Garfield Tea, or
Liver and Kidney Cure," but find no further light. Per-
haps Î can myself furnish some. When I made my pur-
chase of diabetic biscuits Mr. Johnson was present, and
himself informed me that the biscuits were absolutely free
from even traces of starch, that the process owned by bis
company was the only one for the proper elimination of
the starch, and that he guaranteed them in every way. I
found that they contained 71.43 per cent, of starch. I
made a second visit to ask if these biscuits bad any par-
ticular trade name, and was told they, like all the other bis-
cuit of this make, might be called for as " Educators," or
" Diabetic Educators." I made to-day another call and
incidentally bought another pound of fhese same biscuits,
which were again guaranteed as fice from starch. It is
perhaps unnecessary to add that I was not known as the
writer of the article. The gluten flour and special diabe-
tic food from the same establishment yielded respectively
62.94 per cent, and 54.88 per cent, of starch (warranted
absolutely free), and not 30 per cent, and 23 per cent, as
Mr. Johnson has misquoted. The latter figures are for
the bread made from these Hours. The figures for the
gluten (Educator) biscuits are carefully left unquoted.

u Notwithstanding this I am accused with dishonesty and
fraud, and he commends a Graham wafer of another's make
with its 51.15 per cent, of starch as a superior food to
mine." Mr. Johnson knows that the latter part of this is
untrue. To quote my own words, " Compared with the
diabetic biscuits above mentioned, the Graham wafer may
be almost regarded as a superior form of diabetic food. It
contains a smaller percentage of starch than the Educator
wiib its 71.43 percent.," etc., etc. Mr. Johnson continues,
" The fact that absolute gluten has never been produced
except in the laboratory, is quite significant in this connec-
tion," and 1 will add that his guarantee that bis biscuit
are made of absolute gluten and water only, is quite signif-
icant in another. I did not, in my article, accuse Mr.
Johnson personally " with dishonesty and fraud," and at
the present time such an accusation would be quite super-
flous, since he stands self-accused. Yours truly,

Charles Harrington, M.D.
1 Vol. 99, p. S88.
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